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THE LONDON BOROUGH OF CAMDEN

At a meeting of the LICENSING COMMITTEE held on WEDNESDAY, 17TH APRIL, 
2019 at 7.00 pm in The Council Chamber, Crowndale Centre, 218 Eversholt Street, 
London, NW1 1BD

MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE PRESENT

Councillors Abi Wood (Chair), Meric Apak, Leo Cassarani, Richard Cotton, 
Sabrina Francis, Thomas Gardiner, Angela Mason, Richard Olszewski, 
Lorna Russell, Tom Simon, Jonathan Simpson and Gio Spinella

MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE ABSENT

Councillors Steve Adams, Oliver Lewis and Peter Taheri

The minutes should be read in conjunction with the agenda for the meeting. 
They are subject to approval and signature at the next meeting of the 
Licensing Committee and any corrections approved at that meeting will be 
recorded in those minutes.

MINUTES

1.  ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIR 

Councillor Meric Apak was proposed and seconded as a candidate for Vice-Chair of 
the Committee. There were no other nominations. 

RESOLVED –

THAT Councillor Meric Apak be elected Vice-Chair of the Licensing Committee for 
the remainder of the municipal year. 

2.  APOLOGIES 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Steve Adams and Oliver 
Lewis. 

3.  DECLARATIONS BY MEMBERS OF PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY 
INTERESTS IN RESPECT OF ITEMS ON THIS AGENDA 

There were no declarations of interest. 

4.  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Chair announced that the meeting was being broadcast live to the internet and 
would be capable of repeated viewing and copies of the recording could be made 
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available to those that requested them. Those seated in the Chamber were deemed 
to be consenting to being filmed. Anyone wishing to avoid appearing on the webcast 
was advised to move to one of the galleries. 
 

5.  DEPUTATIONS 

The Committee received two deputations, one from ‘Not Buying It’ and one from the 
Women’s Equality Party on the Draft Sex Establishments Policy. 

Dr Sasha Rakoff from ‘Not Buying It’ spoke to her organisation’s deputation 
statement in the supplementary agenda pack. She emphasised her view that new 
and existing premises should not be treated differently and that, as the Council had a 
nil policy, it should refuse renewals to the existing sexual entertainment premises.  

She said that she felt that the approach taken by the Council was unlawful and 
breached equality law. She argued that Sheffield City Council had lost a judicial 
review on its SEV policy due to the Public Sector Equality Duty.  

Dr Rakoff stated that there was abuse and sexual contact taking place within sex 
establishments and that the existing conditions that the Council had imposed to 
control this were not being adhered to. 

Emma Ko and Leah Jewett addressed the Committee on behalf of the Camden 
branch of the Women’s Equality Party and spoke to their deputation statement. They 
argued that licensing sexual entertainment premises was not compatible with the 
Public Sector Equality Duty and that the existence of these premises contributed to a 
negative attitude towards women. 

They were of the view that the Equalities Impact Assessment did not clearly explain 
how the negative impact on women’s equality from SEVs could be mitigated. 

They said that SEVs were not a normal workplace environment and that it was not 
possible for the Council to monitor them in order to prevent bad behaviour that was 
forbidden under the licensing conditions.

Following the two deputations, members asked questions of the deputees, such as:

 Whether there were other authorities that had forbidden all SEVs in their 
jurisdiction, including not renewing existing ones;

 Whether regulation was better than bans in terms of avoiding driving 
businesses of this nature underground;

 What their preferred outcome was for women who were currently employed in 
these premises

The deputees said that they believed that the City of London, Richmond and 
Newquay had introduced nil policies that removed the licenses of existing SEVs. 
They also said that they did not believe that regulation was effective in preventing 
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abuse in SEVs. In terms of their preferred outcomes, Ms Ko said that she did not 
want to see women who worked in these premises out of work and so wanted 
apprenticeships and other measures to be available to them for them to leave the 
sex industry. 

The Chair thanked the deputees for their contributions. 

6.  NOTIFICATION OF ANY ITEMS OF BUSINESS THAT THE CHAIR 
DECIDES TO TAKE AS URGENT 

There were no notifications of any items of urgent business. 

7.  TERMS OF REFERENCE 

The terms of reference of the Committee were noted. 

8.  MINUTES 

Consideration was given to the minutes of the meeting held on 8th February 2018.

RESOLVED –

THAT the minutes be approved and signed as a correct record. 

9.  REVIEW OF CAMDEN'S SEX ESTABLISHMENTS POLICY 

Consideration was given to a report of the Director of Place Management.

Heidi Lawrance, Senior Licensing Officer, introduced the report and highlighted the 
changes in the draft policy from the current policy. 

A Member asked that the policy link with the Camden Plan and that more explicit 
mention be made of the Camden Plan objectives. 

Another Member welcomed the fact the policy made reference to the Mayor of 
London’s Violence Against Women and Girls strategy and asked what consultation 
there had been with those concerned about violence against women. Ms Lawrance 
said that there had been discussion with the Council’s Domestic Violence Adviser 
and with Amy Lamé, the Night Time Economy Tsar, who had a theme as part of her 
role relating to making women feel safer at night. 

Some Members commented that they would like to see greater clarity around the five 
principles mentioned as underlying the Council’s licensing functions – particularly 
proportionality. 

Members asked whether the policy was robust and able to withstand legal challenge. 
They were informed that the current policy had not been legally challenged during 
the time it had been in operation. 
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Members commented that reference to the ‘EEA’ (European Economic Area) might 
need to be altered, given the uncertainty about Britain’s future relationship with the 
European Union (EU). A Member queried whether the EU elections that were most 
likely pending would mean that the consultation dates would need to be altered to 
avoid the ‘purdah’ period prior to the 23 May elections. Officers stated that they 
ascertain whether there were any implications due to this before commencing the 
consultation.

Some Members commented that they would have liked consultation to take place 
with the members of the Sexual Entertainment Venues Sub-Committee. The Chair of 
that Sub-Committee said that, in light of the experience of presiding over hearings of 
that Sub-Committee, he felt that the wording regarding private booths ought to be 
phrased more strictly. 

Members asked about the inspection regime for SEVs. Officers said that pre-
announced visits were made during the daytime when the premises were not in 
operation. There were also visits made which were not pre-announced and they 
could take place when the premises was operating in the evening.    

Members agreed to send the draft policy out for public consultation, and to authorise 
officers to make changes to the consultation period to avoid the pre-election period 
for the European elections if this proved necessary, and to make other minor 
inconsequential changes to the draft, if they were necessary, in consultation with the 
Chair. 

RESOLVED –

(i) THAT the draft Sex Establishments Policy be approved for public 
consultation, subject to any necessary minor inconsequential changes 
made by officers in consultation with the Chair;

(ii) THAT the consultation period be a 12-week period to be determined by the 
relevant officers, in consultation with the Chair. 

10.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS THAT THE CHAIR CONSIDERS URGENT 

There was no other business. 

11.  DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS 

It was noted that the dates of future Licensing Committee meetings would be:

 Wednesday, 10th July 2019
 Wednesday, 16th October 2019
 Tuesday, 21st April 2020
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The meeting ended at 8.05pm. 

CHAIR

Contact Officer: Vinothan Sangarapillai
Telephone No: 020 7974 4071
E-Mail: vinothan.sangarapillai@camden.gov.uk

MINUTES END
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